HONOR BOUND TO DEFEND FREEDOM

All CJUHSD will graduate ready for college and careers.
All Students will develop Technology +Career Exploration + Employability + Learning Skills (T-Cells)
Course Title: World History – 2024-2025
                                            Room 45 Instructor: Pelsmaeker
Contact Information: brandon.pelsmaeker@cjuhsd.net

The learning process requires communication and I welcome all parents, guardians, and family members to contact me when there is a concern, problem, or issue that needs to be resolved. We will resolve it as quickly as possible. The best way to reach me is through DISTRICT OUTLOOK EMAIL brandon.pelsmaeker@cjuhsd.net
Teacher Availability – I am usually on campus by 630am I am free to meet with students and parents any time before or after school – 7am to 330pm appointment is not necessary but helpful in order to schedule time.     

Class Description: 

This class is designed to challenge individual students at the High School level, with an emphasis on history, economics, government, and the mechanics that a political community entails i.e., socialization, philosophy, psychology, and other pertinent subjects related to the subject of social science. Every student will be required to take tests, write lecture notes, and complete assignments including maps, current events, quizzes, worksheets, movie notes, and participate in classroom discussions.  Every student will be required to complete his or her work in order to earn credits toward completion of their individual graduation requirements as established by the Chaffey Joint Union High School District.      

Curriculum Overview: This class is a requirement for Graduation. 
Themes that will be Explored:

1. The Allure of Power, its uses and misuse by government and individuals. 
2. The Nature of Corruption, its impact on government and society. 

3. The Question of Evil, the nature of abuse, cruelty, and inhumanity.

4. The Universal quest for Freedom, Humanity and Justice   
Academic Standards Developed: 

Refer to the California Department of Education Social Content Sheet (E.C. 50501, 60040(a), 60044(a), California State Content Standards for Social Studies. 
National Council for the Social Studies Standards: 

1. Culture: Human Beings create, learn and share.

2. Cultures are dynamic and change over time.

3. Through Observation and Reflection, students will identify similarities and differences. 
T-Cells that will be addressed:

1. Technology Skills – Chrome books, websites, and PowerPoint, Google docs will be extensively used throughout the course. 

2. Career Exploration – class will become familiar with a number of careers, from military service, teaching, medical, the law, and other jobs that have remained consistent throughout history. 

3. Employability Skills – Students will collaborate on projects, work together on exams, and have a variety of activities that will build community and communication skills that is paramount in today’s global economy.

4. Life and Learning Skills – Students will learn how to effectively communicate through class participation, debate, discussion and learn how to handle stressful situations that life throws in our direction. They will also learn to be punctual, organized, disciplined, and present ideas respectfully without foul language or crude behavior.  
  

Social Emotional Learning Goals: 
1. Self-Awareness – Students will become aware of the benefits of knowledge, discipline, and the ability to recognize when we need help.
2. Self-Management – Students will become responsible citizens that know the value of budgeting their time, making goals, and setting aside time to become competent in their academic skills. 

3. Relationship Skills – Students will learn to communicate their thoughts and opinions without profanity, engaging in discussions in a respectful manner at all times.

4. Responsible Decision Making – Students will understand the importance of setting goals, remaining resilient in their pursuit, and understand life will have its challenges, but everything will be sugar coated and sanitized. There will be rude, offensive people in the world, and we must learn to deal with those who take pride in their ignorance. 
Class Goal: To learn the value of education, build the habits of excellence, challenge the individual character by preparing them for the rigors of life. This class is preparing you for college and a career. Both requires discipline and mental fortitude.  
Class Requirements 
Class Attendance is Mandatory – there will be no lecture notes posted on Canvas, or any other website and excessive absences will create problems that can hinder passing the class.  

Tests will usually be given each Friday or Monday on the material covered in class.  Tests are given through PowerPoint. – Make up exams are allowed via district guidelines  
Class Participation – all students are required to participate in class lectures.
Teacher Expectation: Work and dedicate attention to the task at hand – success will follow. 

If there is a particular problem with an assignment, test, quiz, or any other concern, students and parents are free to discuss them with me whenever it is convenient for all parties concerned, and a solution will be found that will be satisfactory to everyone.  

Grading: Students will be assessed from a combination of tests, quizzes, class participation, and other pertinent assignments and extra credit is available per teacher discretion.

Grade Breakdown:

Grades are based on the QUALITY of work you do. Grade Breakdown is as follows:

A=90-100; B=80-89; C=70-79; D=60-69; F=0-59.

Grades will be updated on Canvas every 2 – 4 weeks. You must earn a minimum of 60% to pass with a D-.

40% participation 

15% Tests

20% Assignments 

15% Quizzes

10% Current Events 

This is not set in stone percentages may change based on need and teacher discretion.
Class Participation Breakdown: 10 points per comment – The more points you accumulate in participation the better your grade will be. Don’t be shy, you have something to say, get rewarded for sharing what’s on your mind.
Homework: Most of the assignments will be turned in through Canvas.

Dedicated Folder: One Notebook should be dedicated to this class, organization is key.
Late work: I accept all late work for full credit – there will be a deadline before the semester ends - procrastination leads to stress, don’t wait till the last minute.
Truancy Policy – Students that are more than two truants will be assigned Saturday school.
Academic Honesty Policy: Do your own work – copying assignments will cause grade to drop 20%.
Artificial Intelligence 

“Artificial Intelligence is a powerful tool that can enhance learning when used responsibly and under teacher guidance. In this class, you will have opportunities to interact with AI to support learning activities, receive personalized feedback, and engage in innovative projects. We will discuss the importance of digital literacy and understanding the ethical implications of AI, including proper citation and responsible use, to prepare you for its impact on the modern workforce and educational environment. I will provide guidance on how AI may be used with the parameters of major assignments, including properly citing its use, but there will be times when it is not allowed, specifically when I need to see a demonstration of your skills related to specific assignments without the aid of AI. Unethical or inappropriate use of AI when its use has been explicitly addressed may result in consequences outlined in our campus’s Academic Integrity Policy."
Classroom Rules: 

1. Be prepared and ready to give your best effort everyday

2. Be polite; show respect to me, yourself and others.

3. Be punctual; tardiness will result in a loss of 100 points per day and an overall lower grade in the class.

4. Be professional; sunglasses, ear buds, cell phone use, gum

Any deviation from the rules could result in detention, Saturday School, class suspension, or point deductions. 
Accommodation Policy: If you cannot complete an assignment or you feel uncomfortable doing an assignment, alternative work will be available. You will not lose any points if you decide an assignment cannot be done for whatever reason. Just let me know and accommodation will be provided. 
Safe Space Policy – This classroom is a safe space for all students. No one should feel excluded, marginalized, devalued, or made to feel less than a human being. Everyone is welcome at all times. If you need to talk or discuss matters with me, we will make time. This class is going to be discussing some very disturbing content, that involves the reality of the human condition. 
Regarding Class Content and Material 

Techers make informed decisions about the materials, content, and methods of instruction based upon many factors, including alignment to state standards and frameworks and potential for increasing student engagement and representation. Literature and instructional materials, including political cartoons, currents events, infographics, historical photographs and historical videos and news clips, provide glimpses into an array of lived experiences. Ensuring the material studied is representative of diverse narratives, themes, characters, and issues offers powerful opportunities to build community, increase student empathy, and confront bias and prejudice consistent with the Districts Resolution Affirming Commitment to Racial Equity and Anti Racist Policies and Procedures. Many of the lectures and reading materials, either assigned by the teacher or chosen by the student, may contain material considered provocative or controversial. I invite parents to be involved in their students’ education. Questions or concerns about instructional materials and/or classroom discussions should be addressed to the teacher who is in the best position to discuss how they are incorporated into the course.          

Please feel free to communicate through email any concerns, or questions to my outlook email. If you feel more comfortable with a phone call, please leave your phone number and I will call you back as soon as possible. 
Good luck to us all.
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